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SUB J : FINANCING OF UNHCR CY77 PROGRAM IN THAILAND 
REF: (A) GENEVA 9268 (B) BANGKOK 31839 (C) STATE 285140 

1 . ENGLISH LANGUAGE BANGKOK PRESS DEIEMBER 29 CARRIES REMARKS 

OF INTERIOR UNDERSECRETARY CHALO WANNAPHUTI, STATING THAT UNHCR 
HAS NOT RPT NOT APPROVED RTG REQUEST FOR 160 MILLION BAHT 
($8 MILLION) TO CARE FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES IN THAILAND IN 1977. 

HE SAID RTG HAS ONLY ENOUGH UNHCR MONEY REMAINING TO FEED 
REFUGEES ANOTHER MONTH. HE ALSO DECLARED HIS OPPOSITION TO 
PRINCIPLE OF GRANTING ASYLUM. TO BE DISCUSSED AT JAN 10 UN 
CONFERENCE ON TERRITORIAL ASYLUM. 

2. ACTING UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE MORRIS ADVISES THAT SITUATION 
IS NOT EXACTLY THAT OUTLINED BY CHALO. MORRIS SAID RTG AND 

UNHCR HAVE BEEN REVIEWING DURING PAST TWO WEEKS FINAL SIZE OF 
1977 PROGRAM. BOTH SIDES APPEAR TO HAVE SETTLED ON FIGURE FOR 
IN-COUNTRY PROGRAM EXPENDITURES WHICH MAY BE SLIGHTLY OVER 
$1 MILLION ADDITIONAL TO UNHCR’S ORIGINAL PROJECTION TRANS- 
MITTED REF A. UNHCR IS CURRENTLY AWAITING RTG AGREEMENT TO 
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THE NEGOTIATED BUDGET BEFORE TRANSMITTING IT TO GENEVA. 

3. EMBASSY NOTED IN REF B OUR CONCERN OVER WHETHER UNHCR 
HAS ADEQUATE FUNDS TO SUPPORT PROGRAM FOR FIRST THREE 
MONTHS OF 1977. CONVERSATION WITH MORRIS CONFIRMS THAT THIS 
REMAINS VERY LEGITIMATE CAUSE FOR CONCERN. EXCEPT FOR SOME OR 
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ALL OF RECENTLY ANNOUNCED FRG GIFT OF APPROXIMATELY $400,000, 

WHICH UNHCR BANGKOK HOPES WILL BE TRANSFERRED HERE SOON, UNHCR 
BANGKOK KNOWS OF NO OTHER MONEY ANYWHERE IN THE PIPELINE WHICH CAN 
BE USED HERE, ONCE PRESENT FUNDS ARE EXHAUSTED IN MID-JANUARY. 

EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION ADDRESSEES CAN PROVIDE 
ON STATUS OF FUNDING, INCLUDING OUR OWN REVISED PLANS TO 
CONTRIBUTE. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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